
State Water Resources Control Board, March 20, 2012 
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Assistant Deputy Director 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 



4 Comments:  

1. LA County and LA County Flood Control District as 
separate applicants to the general exception 

2. Iterative process for stormwater discharges 

3. Naturally occurring flows 

4. Public water systems discharges  
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County & District as Separate Applicants 

 

 The County and the Flood Control District are 
separate legal entities and have applied for the 
exception as two separate dischargers 

 

 Attachment A should be revised to list the County and 
the District individually (on separate lines)  
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Iterative Process for Stormwater 
 

 Provisions I.A.2.h.(5) and I.B.2.c.(5) were added to 
state that  

“Compliance with this section does not excuse violations of any term, 
prohibition, or condition contained in this special protections.” 
 

 This should be revised as follows 
“Compliance with this section does not excuse violations of any other 
terms, prohibitions, or conditions contained in this special 
protections.” 
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Naturally Occurring Flows 
 

 We support the addition of sections I.A.1.e.(2)(vi) and 
I.B.1.e.(2)(vi) regarding exempting naturally occurring 
flows 

 

 However, these natural flows should not be required to 
meet water quality objectives in Chapter II of the 
Ocean Plan or not to alter natural ocean water quality 
since these flows are not from anthropogenic sources 
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Naturally Occurring Flows 
 

 Revise Sections I.A.1.e.(3) and I.B.1.e.(3) as follows: 
 

“Authorized non-storm water discharges, except for naturally 
occurring groundwater seepage via a storm drain or non-
anthropogenic flows from naturally occurring stream via a 
culvert or storm drain, shall not cause or contribute to  violation 
of the water quality objectives …” 
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Public Water Systems Discharges 

 Public water systems discharges should be exempt from the 
non-stormwater discharge prohibition. 

 We previously raised this concern on August 15, 2006, 
March 15, 2010, and May 19, 2011. 

 Public water systems must make periodic discharges, 
sometimes unplanned, to maintain drinking water quality 
in accordance with State and Federal Safe Drinking Water 
Acts. 

 A February 14, 2012 letter from California Department of 
Public Health urged the LARWQCB to allow public water 
systems discharges under the LA County MS4 permit by 
implementing BMPs to the maximum extent practicable. 
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Public Water Systems Discharges 

 Revise Sections I.A.1.e.(2) and I.B.1.e.(2) to include: 
 

“Are necessary to comply with Title 22, California Code of Regulations, Chapter 
15, Article 16 §64449.5 and Title 22, California Code of Regulations, Chapter 16, 
Article 4 §64575, Article 6, §64585, and Article 8, §64600: 

  1. Flushing mains, dead ends or other areas to address water quality problems 

  2. Water main maintenance and repair 

  3. System wide distribution system flushing 

  4. Wells start-up or development 

  5. Treatment facility start-ups 

  6. Well rehabilitation 

  7. Well head pump to waste on start-up 

  8. Small Scale Pilot or Demonstration systems 

  9. Sample drain lines (most to sewers) 

  10. Backwash decanting 

  11. Reservoir maintenance and/or cleaning 

  12. Hydrostatic discharges” 
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Thank you. 
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